Shawna Robinson the Racer
Being a trendsetter to Shawna Robinson is as natural as bees
to honey. The two just go hand in hand.
Since 1984, when Shawna broke barriers as a woman driver
by hopping into a big rig truck and not only raced, but won
events and honors such as Rookie Driver of The Year in The
Great American Truck Racing Series (GATR), to her many
firsts in the world of Stock Car racing ranging from being the
first woman driver in modern times to win a NASCAR
sanctioned race in the Goody’s Dash Series. Shawna
continued to shine in the Dash Series, when she became the
first woman driver to qualify first (pole position) for a race.
She also garnered both Rookie of The Year and Most Popular
Driver of the Year awards as well during her Dash Series
days. The firsts and accolades continued for Shawna as she
added becoming the first woman driver to qualify on the pole
in the Busch Series (now Nationwide Series). Shawna raced
in the ARCA Series as well proving that although some
people discriminate because of gender, a gas pedal and a race
car definitely does not. Shawna excelled and set standards in
every stock car series she raced in.
After the birth of her two children, Shawna continued to be a trendsetter by impressively coming back
to racing to become the first woman driver to finish in the Top 10 in standings for a national oval track
sports series when she did just that in the ARCA Series. To this day, Shawna holds the ARCA Daytona
race record for the highest finishing woman driver with a 2nd place, a record that has held for more
than a decade. In 2001, Shawna became the first woman driver to complete a NASCAR Cup Series race
in 20 years, when she did so at the June race at Michigan International Speedway. In its 50 year history,
there have only been two women to ever race the Daytona 500. In 2002, Shawna raced her way into and
finished every lap of the Daytona 500, thusly becoming the last woman driver to hold that distinction.
Wanting to spend more quality time with her two children, Shawna devoted her time being a single
mom and a role model to many. She shifted gears from the race track to her second passion, the world
of design. With her many connections in the racing world, Shawna was afforded the opportunity to do
interior design work both at private residences and at race shops of drivers such as; Dale Earnhardt Jr;
Ernie Irvan, Michael Waltrip, Martin Truex Jr. and Kasey Kahne among others. Shawna’s eye for design
and fresh, cutting edge ideas coupled with her yearning for that comfortable place every kid had
growing up lead her to start her Happy Chair custom design of furniture.
With a gallery, of one of a kind pieces to choose from on her website (www.shawnarobinson.com) or
upon request customizing of special pieces of choice, Shawna has proven to be yet again a trendsetter in
furniture design.

